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RAY RUDLAND — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [12.56 pm]: On 19 October 2017, I joined the member for Mandurah in 
attending the funeral of Ray Rudland. Born in 1954, Ray was a loving husband of Marlene and a devoted stepfather 
of Lisa, Robert and Liz. It was obvious to all who attended Ray’s very moving funeral that he was part of an 
extensive and loving family—not just that of his own bloodline, but also of the community at large. As commander 
and member of the Mandurah Volunteer Marine Rescue Group for more than a decade, Ray was absolutely 
steadfast in his goal of serving Mandurah. I first met Ray during the election campaign when he approached me 
concerned about the issue of methylamphetamine use throughout our community. Later, at one of my public 
forums, he gave a moving speech and insight into the personal experiences he had had, as part of the VMRG, 
risking his life to save those in danger on the water. A leader with passionate devotion, Ray was a kind-hearted soul 
who wanted nothing more than to give himself to those he loved—not only his family, but also the Mandurah 
community. In my mind, he will always be the embodiment of all that is great in our city. Ray was taken too early 
from this earth, and at the funeral we heard touching eulogies from both family and representatives of the VMRG 
about his life and contribution. All who were present could be left in no doubt that Ray’s dedication to his loved 
ones was matched only by his dedication to civic service. For the entirety of my time in this place, I will do all I can 
to ensure that Ray’s memory lives on in Mandurah. I have already approached the VMRG to ensure that we can 
establish a permanent memorial of some sort. Having corresponded with his dear wife, Marlene, I know his family 
greatly misses him, I miss him and I know Mandurah misses him. May his memory live on, and he rest in peace. 
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